Laboratory measurement of bilirubin.
Several methods for determination of total bilirubin and its fractions have been critically discussed. Methods for serum determinations are summarized in Table 1. Because results of direct bilirubin cannot necessarily be equated with conjugated bilirubin, care must be taken in interpreting results from different laboratories, and clinicians are encouraged to become familiar with methods in use at their own institutions. Despite problems reported in the literature, bilirubin determinations, together with a reference range established for one's own patient population, should provide valuable information for patient management.